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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in  section  2,  of  an 
Act  or  Congress  (Public  No.  40,  65th  Congress),  approved  August  10, 
1917,  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  of  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  has  been  authorized  and  instructed  as  an  agent 
of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary 
to  obtain  authoritative  information  regarding  the  matters  authorized 
to  be  investigated   under   that   section. 

The  Seed  Reporting  Service  has  been  established  pursuant  to  sec- 
tions 2  and  8,  of  the  Act,  to  obtain  such  information  concerning  seeds, 
as   may   seem  necessary   or  desirable. 

The  Seed  Reporter  is  printed  at  and  mailed  from  Chicago.  The 
regular  monthly  issue  is  mailed  as  soon  as  off  the  press,  which  usually 
is  between  the  sixth  and  tenth  of  the  month.  On  application  to  the 
field  office  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service,  59  Board  of  Trade  Building, 
Chicago,  Illinois,  a  copy  will  be  furnished  to  any  one  after,  but  not 
before,  nine  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  first  business  day  following 
the  date  of  mailing. 

CHARLES  J.   BRAND,  Chief,  Bureau  of  Markets. 

W.    A.    WHEELER,    in    Charge,    Seed    Reporting    Service. 


Tagging  Shipments  of  Seed  Corn. 

At  a  conference  held  in  Washington,  D.  C,  on  May  10, 
1917,  representatives  of  the  seed  trade  and  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  discussed  the  advisability  of 
supplying  with  all  lots  of  seed  sold,  information  regarding 
its  identity,  percentage  of  viability,  and  point  of  origin.  At 
this  conference  it  was  agreed  that  the  seedsmen  of  the 
United  States  should  be  asked  to  label  each  package  of  field 
seed  weighing  10  pounds  or  more  with:  (1)  Name  of  seeds- 
man, (2)  kind  of  seed,  (3)  proportion  of  pure  live  seed 
present,  with  month  and  year  of  germination  test,  and  (4) 
country  or  locality  of  origin  in  the  case  of  imported  seeds; 
(beans,  soy  beans,  Turkestan  alfalfa  seed,  and  red  clover 
seed  from  southern  Europe  and  Chile,  etc.).  Seedsmen 
generally  throughout  the  country  complied  with  this  re- 
quest, and  their  action  will  prove  to  be  very  beneficial  to 
crop  production. 

In  certain  sections  the  country  is  now  confronted  with 
difficult  problems  in  securing  an  adequate  supply  of  seed 
corn._  From  the  best  sources  of  information  that  are  avail- 
able it  is  evident  that  the  supply  of  good  seed  corn  .in  the 
northern  part  of  the  corn  belt  is  far  from  abundant,  and 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  exert  special  efforts  if  enough 
seed  is  provided  for  planting  an  acreage  equal  to  that 
planted  in  1917.  Transfer  of  seed  corn  from  one  locality  to 
another  will  be  necessary  to  a  far  greater  degree  this  year 
than  is  normally  the  case.  Varieties  of  corn  are  relatively 
limited  in  their  range  of  adaptation,  and  every  precaution 
possible  should  be  exercised  with  regard  to  utilizing  seed  of 
adapted  varieties  in  sections  where  supplies  must  be  ob- 
tained from  outside  sources.  Great  loss  would  result  in  the 
northern  States  from  the  planting  of  seed  of  varieties  that 
would  not  produce  mature  grain.  Therefore,  those  engaged 
in  the  merchandising  of  seed  corn  are  requested  to  attach 
to  each  bag  or  container  of  seed  corn  a  tag  or  label  plainly 
stating:  (1)  Name  of  dealer,  (2)  kind  of  corn,  (3)  State  and 
section  of  State  in  which  seed  was  grown,  and  (4)  percent- 
age of  germination,  and  the  month  and  year  the  germination 
test  was  made. 

The  purchasers  of  seed  corn  are  entitled  to  this  informa- 
tion and  it  is  believed  that  it  can  be  supplied  with  each  lot  of 
corn  sold,  with  very  little  additional  effort.  It  is  urged  that 
those  selling  seed  corn  comply  fully  with  this  request,  since 
by  so  doing  they  will  render  the  country  a  valuable  service. 

Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


Profiteering  in  Seeds. 

Information  is  coming  constantly  to  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Food  Ad- 
ministration that  abnormally  high  prices  for  seeds  are 
being  charged  in  some  sections.  The  need  for  in- 
creased crop  production  is  obvious,  and  without 
adequate  distribution  of  seed  and  reasonable  prices 
there  is  danger  that  the  acreage  will  be  lessened  and 
that  seed  of  poor  quality  will  frequently  be  used. 

The  supply  of  many  kinds  of  seeds  is  not  as  large 
as  is  desirable  and  in  view  of  this  fact  as  well  as  be- 
cause of  the  increased  cost  of  conducting  business  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  certain  seeds  may  be  war- 
ranted. This,  however,  does  not  justify  anyone  in 
taking  selfish  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  the 
detriment  of  the  country.  By  far  the  larger  number 
of  dealers  no  doubt  will  consider  that  their  patriotic 
duty  in  this  emergency  is  to  aid  the  nation  in  secur- 
ing adequate  stocks  at  a  reasonable  price,  consistent 
with  the  extra  service  rendered  this  year  in  securing 
tested  and  satisfactory  supplies.  Anything  beyond 
this  becomes  plainly  an  unfair  practice  and  therefore 
subject  to  any  action  which  such  practices  invoke. 
Speculation  in  seed  stocks  is  especially  to  be  depre- 
cated in  this  hour  of  need  and,  if  participated  in  by 
dealers  under  Federal  license  for  the  conduct  of  their 
business,  will  be  dealt  with  accordingly. 

Several  State  seed  growers'  associations  have  vol- 
untarily agreed  to  handle  their  seed  with  due  regard 
to  the  public  welfare  by  charging  only  a  reasonable 
price  for  them,  although  doubtless  the  demand  for 
seeds  would  permit  much  higher  prices.  Such  patri- 
otic action  is  to  be  commended. 

The  War  Service  Committee  of  the  American  Seed 
Trade  Association  also  has  passed  a  resolution  in 
which  this  committee  agrees  to  "cooperate  in  de- 
nouncing unreasonable  and  excessive  profits  or  in 
taking  other  necessary  steps." 

All  wholesale  seed  dealers  and  those  retail  deal- 
ers in  seeds  doing  an  annual  business  of  $100,000  or 
over,  who  handle  peas,  beans,  cotton  seed,  and  corn 
are  now  operating  under  license  from  the  Food  Ad- 
ministration. Instances  have  been  cited  to  the 
Department  where  others  have  been  taking  advantage 
of  the  present  situation  by  charging  exorbitant  prices 
for  seeds. 

Upon  receipt  of  specific  information  of  extortion- 
ate prices  being  charged  for  seeds,  such  cases  will  be 
investigated  and  recommendations  made  for  such 
action  as  the  conditions  require. 


Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


Food  Administrator. 
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Seed  Corn  Prices. 

The  attention  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
been  called  to  occasional  high  prices  that  are  being  charged 
for  seed  corn  in  certain  localities.  The  Department  recog- 
nizes that  a  seed  corn  shortage  would  have  an  adverse  e'ffect 
upon  the  production  of  corn  in  1918,  and  that  the  prices  of 
seed  corn  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  maintenance  of 
acreage.  Emphasis  has  been  placed  on  the  conservation 
of  an  ample  supply  of  seed  regardless  of  expense  and  effort 
to  obtain  it.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Department  to 
indicate  as  unreasonable,  prices  that  are  necessary  to  pro- 
vide a  fair  return  for  all  efforts  that  have  been  made  to 
conserve  seed.  A  fair  price  should  be  determined  by  the 
actual  service  performed  in  obtaining  and  conserving  such 
seed. 

Certain  sections  of  the  country,  particularly  east  and 
south  of  the  main  corn  belt,  were  more  favored  than  others 
by  the  fall  conditions  of  1917.  The  territory  including  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  northern  Missouri,  northern  Kansas,  and 
all  the  States  north  of  them  suffered  most  severely.  Other 
sections  of  the  country  apparently  can  provide  for  their 
own  requirements  without  great  difficulty,  and  therefore, 
relatively  lower  prices  in  those  sections  should  prevail. 

The  Food  Administration  has  announced  its  intention 
to  take  such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  specula- 
tion or  profiteering  on  the  part  of  the  seedsmen.  Upon 
receipt  of  specific  information  of  extortionate  prices  being 
charged  for  seed,  such  prices  will  be  investigated  and  rec- 
ommendations made  for  such  action  as  the  conditions 
require. 


\X  wfk&t/*.  . 


Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


Approval  of  Export  Shipments  of  Corn 
to  Canada. 

The  following  announcement  was  issued  February  19, 
1918,  by  the  War  Trade  Board  regarding  licenses  for  export 
of  corn  to  Canada: 

"The  War  Trade  Board,  after  consultation  with  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  announces  that 
due  to  the  scarcity  of  seed  field  corn,  exports  of  corn  to 
Canada  for  feeding  and  manufacturing  purposes  will  be 
limited  to  those  varieties  and  grades  which  are  not  suitable 
for  seed  purposes. 

"In  order  to  carry  out  this  policy  with  least  incon- 
venience to  exporters  and  also  to  insure  that  Canada  re- 
ceives corn  which  it  actually  needs  for  feeding  and  manu- 
facturing purposes,  arrangements  have  been  perfected  by 
the  Canadian  Food  Controller,  the  United  States  Food 
Administration,  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  To  this 
end  the  Canadian  Food  Controller  has  designated  certain 
Canadian  consignees  as  those  to  whom  such  corn  may  be 
shipped. 

"On  and  after  February  19,  1918,  all  exporters  to  Canada 
of  corn  to  be  used  for  feeding  and  manufacturing  purposes 
will  be  required  to  present  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  not 
only  the  original  export  license  or  partial  shipment  certifi- 
cate (Form  EAB-23)  issued  against  such  licenses,  but  also  a 
Grain  Inspection  Certificate  for  such  shipment,  endorsed  by 
a  Federal  Grain  Supervisor  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, to  the  effect  that  the  shipment  referred  to  in  the  Grain 
Inspection  Certificate  is  'Approved  for  Export  to  Canada 
for  feeding  and  manufacturing  purposes.' 

"Grain  Supervisors  will  approve  for  export  for  feeding 
and  manufacturing  purposes  only  such  corn  as  has  been 
inspected  according  to  the  official  grain  standard  of  the 
United  States  for  shelled  corn  and  which  grades  either  No. 
3,  No.  4,  No.  5,  No.  6,  or  Sample,  except  that  any  corn 
which  is  apparently  suitable  for  seed  will  not  be  approved 
for  export  for  feeding  or  manufacturing  purposes. 

"Applicants  for  export  licenses  for  corn  for  feeding  or 
manufacturing  purposes  should  state  on  the  application  that 
they  have  a  bona  fide  firm  order  to  the  consignee  named  in 
the  application,  subject  only  to  the  granting  of  an  export 
license. 

"Limiting  quantities  of  late  varieties  of  seed  corn  grown 
in  or  south  of  the  States  of  Kansas,  Missouri,  Tennessee  and 
Virginia  will  be  licensed  for  export  to  Canada  provided 
applicants  for  such  licenses  have  a  purchase  order  from  the 
Canadian  Government  Seed  Purchasing  Commission  for  the 


quantity  applied  for  and  so  state  on  their  application  specify- 
ing serial  number  and  date  of  such  order. 

"Shippers  of  seed  corn  will  also  be  required  to  present 
to  the  Collector  of  Customs  not  only  original  export  license 
or  partial  shipment  certificate  (Form  EAB-23)  issued 
against  such  licenses  but  also  a  Grain  Inspection  Certificate 
for  such  shipment  likewise  endorsed  by  a  Federal  Grain 
Supervisor  as  'Approved  for  Export  to  Canada  for  seed 
purposes.' 

"Export  licenses  for  all  corn  to  be  shipped  to  Canada, 
whether  for  feeding,  manufacturing  or  seed  purposes,  will 
bear  on  and  after  February  19  the  following  notation. 

"  'Not  valid  unless  accompanied  by  U.  S.  Grain  Inspec- 
tion Certificate  properly  endorsed  by  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  Federal  Grain  Supervisor  to  the  effect  that  the 
shipment  referred  to  in  such  Grain  Inspection  Certificate  is 
either  Approved  for  Export  to  Canada  for  feeding  or  manu- 
facturing purposes  or  Approved  for  Export  to  Canada  for 
seed   purposes.' 

"The  approval  of  the  Federal  Grain  Supervisor  does 
not  obviate  the  necessity  of  obtaining  an  export  license  from 
the  United  States  War  Trade  Board. 

"For  the  shipments  of  corn  for  which  licenses  have 
heretofore  been  issued  and  which  may  now  be  in  transit,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  the  exporter  to  submit  Grain  Inspec- 
tion Certificates  for  such  shipments  to  a  Federal  Grain 
Supervisor  who,  in  case  of  urgency,  has  authority  to  notify 
the  collector  at  the  port  of  exit  by  telegram  of  his  approval. 
Collectors  of  customs  are  authorized  to  accept  such  tele- 
grams in  lieu  of  the  endorsed  Grain  Inspection  Certificate. 

"Nothing  herein  should  be  construed  to  mean  that  col- 
lectors are  authorized  to  waive  the  requirement  as  to  the 
presentation  of  original  export  licenses  or  partial  shipment 
certificates." 

Summary  of  Procedure  to  Obtain  Approval  for  Export  of 
Seed  Corn  to  Canada 

1.  Obtain  purchase  order  from  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment Seed  Purchasing  Commission,  28  Front  Street,  East, 
Toronto,  before  making  application  for  export  license. 

2.  Apply  to  the  War  Trade  Board,  1435  K  Street, 
N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  export  license  specifying 
serial  number  and  date  of  Canadian  Seed  Purchasing  order. 
Blanks  are  furnished  by  the  War  Trade  Board  for  this 
purpose. 

3.  Have  seed  corn  inspected  by  a  licensed  grain  in- 
spector. 

4.  Apply  to  the  nearest  Federal  Grain  Supervisor  for 
approval  for  export  of  seed  corn  to  Canada,  giving  such 
information  as  he  may  require.  If  the  proposed  shipment  is 
located  within,  or  originates  north  of,  Kansas,  Missouri, 
Tennessee,  or  Virginia,  a  representative  sample  of  the  iden- 
tical lot  should  be  furnished  to  the  supervisor  with  the 
application. 

5.  Attach  the  grain  inspection  certificate  endorsed  by 
the  supervisor  "Approved  for  export  to  Canada  for  seed 
purposes,"  to  the  export  license  which  accompanies  ship- 
ment. 

Note  that  only  late  varieties  of  corn  suitable  only  for 
fodder  or  ensilage  purposes  grown  in  Kansas,  Missouri, 
Tennessee,  Virginia  or  States  south  of  these  are  eligible  for 
export  to  Canada. 


SEED  CORN  DEFICIENCY  AND  SURPLUS. 

(From  data  furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Crop  Estimates.) 


State. 

Require- 
ments   of 
seed   corn 
to    plant   an 

acreage 
equal  to  the 
5-year    aver- 
age. 

Deficiency 
corn       sup 
pared      wit 
requiremen 

Now 
'1917crop) 

of      seed 
Dly       com- 
l      normal 
ts(or  100). 

Usually 

Surplus   of   corn   suit- 
able   for     seed     com- 
pared     with      normal 
amount    (or    100)    re- 
tained  for  seed. 

Now 
(1917crop) 

Usually 

Bushels. 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

1,543,100 

1,417,600 

1,038,800 

950,100 

866,700 

695,300 

615,100 

419,800 

379,900 

316,900 

269,200 

■86,200 

44.9 
33.0 
26.1 

32.8 

19.7 

Nebraska  .... 

40   1 

14.6 

27  4 

Kansas   

27.9 
39.4 
42.2 
35.0 
47.6 
71.2 
68.6 
85.4 

29.4 

Indiana    

49.7 

Ohio   

31.1 

S.   Dakota. . . . 

13.1 

Minnesota   .  . . 

5.4 

3.0 

23.4 

59.0 

Michigan 

Wisconsin    .  . . 

N.   Dakota 

_ 
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Report  of  Red  and  Alsike  Clover 


The  information  given  in  this  report  was  obtained  from 
the  War  Emergency  Seed  Survey  of  January  31,  1918,  and 
the  Export  Clover  Inquiry  of  February  13,  1918.  The  fig- 
ures in  the  survey  of  January  31  were  given  under  the  fol- 
lowing instructions: 

Enter  in  each  column  headed  "Stock  on  hand"  the  quan- 
tity of  each  kind  of  seed  named  which  you  had  on  hand  on 
the  date  indicated  at  the  head  of  the  column.  These  figures 
must  include  all  amounts  held  or  stored  by  you  in  your  own 
warehouses  or  in  other  warehouses  not  owned  or  operated 
by  seedsmen.  These  stocks  should  be  reported  by  you 
whether  owned  by  you  or  not;  stocks  owned  by  you  and 
held  or  stored  by  other  seedsmen  will  be  reported  by  them. 
In  reporting  stocks  on  hand  January  31,  1918,  include  all 
stocks  which  you  know  are  in  transit  to  you,  as  shown  by 
your  records  or  invoices. 

In  requesting  the  stock  on  hand  for  June  30,  it  is 
assumed  that  this  is  the  usual  date  of  taking  annual  inven- 
tory and  represents  "carry-over."  If  you  take  your  annual 
inventory  at  any  other  date  between  June  1  and  July  31, 
indicate  such  date  and  give  the  figures  for  that  date  in  lieu 
of  those  requested  for  June  30. 

Under  "Total  receipts"  include  all  actual  receipts  by  you  at 
your  own  or  other  private  warehouses,  or  at  public  ware- 
houses during  the  periods  indicated. 


Reports  were  received  from  all  large  clover  seed  dealers, 
but  not  from  all  small  retail  dealers  and  shippers.  These 
figures  therefore  do  not  include  many  of  the  stocks  at  coun- 
try points  or  in  the  hands  of  growers. 

The  geographical  divisions  of  the  United  States  indi- 
cated in  the  tables  are  those  outlined  on  the  accompanying 
map. 
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Geographical    Division. 


No. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


Name. 


North   Atlantic    . 
Middle   Atlantic    . 
Southeastern    .  . .  . 
East  Central  .... 
North   Central   . .  , 
West  Central 
Southwestern     .  . . 
Rocky    Mountain 
North    Pacific    .  . . 
South   Pacific    .  .  . 


United   States 


Stock  on  hand. 


January  31,   1918. 


Unsold. 


Pounds. 

1,457,972 

1,304,379 

135,212 

10,177,676 

1,919,958 

2,253,419 

2,386 

47,744 

674,512 

1,766 


17,975,024 


Sold. 


Pounds. 

4,304,171 

429,935 

127,774 

4,264,268 

980,694 

740,018 

100 

1,400 

220,099 

150 


'11,068,609 


*Canada 


1,052,0001 


1,378,000 


Total. 


Pounds. 

5,762,143 

1,734,314 

262,986 

14,441,944 

2,900,652 

2,993,437 

2,486 

49,144 

894,611 

1,916 


•29,043,633 


2,430,000 


Jan.    31,    '17 


Pounds. 

1,996,905 

1,233,621 

234,610 

15,321,805 

5,761,556 

3,141,404 

2,000 

174,855 

1,154,830 

6,147 


29,027,733 


June  30,  '17 


Po 

1 


unds. 

,661,670 

980,019 

80,146 

,629.796 

,529,063 

760,506 

1,601 

105.930 

246,021 

3,047 


13,997,799 


2,338.0001 


820,000 


June   30,   '16 


Po 
1 


unds. 

009,208 

351,470 

49,692 

345,653 

244,605 

358,204 

283 

10.432 

51,799 

472 


5,421,818 


247,000 


Total    Receipts. 


July    1,    '17, 
to    Jan.     31, 
'18,  both  in- 
clusive. 


Po 
4 
1 

25 
7 
4. 


unds. 

639,775 

,660,219 

427,597 

149,622 

,987,525 

606,325 

5,200 

69,442 

584,905 

1,084 


47,131,694 


2,965.000 


July    1,    '16, 
to    Jan.    31, 
'17,  both  in- 
clusive. 


Pound 

2,487 

2,940 

520 

31,515 

11,799 

4,761 

3 

32 

1,604 

6 


627 
,778 
,289 
,407 

872 
,182 
,000 
,113 

542 

476 


55,674,286 


3,778,000 


'These   totals   include   2,676,861    pounds   of  red   clover   seed   owned   by  foreign   concerns   and   held   in   this  country   for  export.      Canada   reports  are 
incomplete. 
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Geographical  Division. 

Stock 

on  hand. 

Total    Receipts.     • 

J 

anuary  31,   1918. 

Jan.    31,    '17 

June   30,   '17 

June   30,   '16 

July    1,    '17, 
to    Jan.     31, 
'18,  both  in- 
clusive. 

July    1,    '16, 

No. 

Name. 

Unsold. 

Sold. 

Total. 

to    Jan.     31, 
'17,  both  in- 
clusive. 

1 

Pounds. 

1,503,018 

872,941 

31,003 

3,402,381 

1,273,787 

671,105 

2,034 

55,140 

329,700 

Pounds. 
1,227,971 
100,952 
19,443 
675,023 
174,762 
156,800 

Pounds. 

2,730,989 

973,893 

50,446 

4,077,404 

1,448,549 

827,905 

2,034 

55,440 

382,585 

Pounds. 

894,492 

396,  -J54 

30,173 

2,734,098 

1,267,242 

542,624 

1,150 

91,820 

200,618 

Pounds. 

588,673 

119,834 

3,498 

1,089,802 

197,088 

113,459 

1,757 

4,778 

84,902 

Pounds. 

326,913 

31,512 

11,253 

810,386 

162,245 

80,646 

2,268 

5,112 

58,560 

Pounds. 

2,787,938 

1,280,273 

57,002 

7,923,246 

4,027,186 

963,530 

1,000 

54,738 

834,825 

Pounds. 

1,813,883 

571,228 

45,323 

4,883,596 

3,241,997 

560,602 

480 

98,012 

638,736 

2 

Middle  Atlantic    

3 

4 

5 
6 

North    Central    

7 

8 

300 
52,885 

9 

North    Pacific    

10 

8,141,109 
1.194,000 

*2, 408, 136 
2,040.000 

*10,549,245 
3,234,000 

6,158,671 
2,102,000 

2,203,791 
1,281,000 

1,488,895 
183,000 

17,929,738 
S.9O0.00O 

11,853,857 
7,480,000 

*These   totals   include  588,060   pounds   of  alsike   clover   seed   owned   by   foreign   concerns  and  held  in   this  country   for  export.      Canada  reports   are 
incomplete. 


RED  AND  ALSIKE  CLOVER  SEED  HELD  FOR 

EXPORT. 

(From  Survey  Made  by  Seed  Reporting  Service,  Bureau  of 

Markets.) 

Red  Clover. 

Quantity  held  for  export  to  neutral  countries.  .  .2,423,568  lbs. 

Quantity  held  for  export  to  allied  countries 253,293  lbs. 


(Of  the  478,925  pounds  of  alsike  clover  seed  held  for 
export  to  neutral  countries,  all  except  11,050  pounds  is 
owned  by  Danish  concerns.) 

Where  Stored. 

The  above  stocks  of  red  and  alsike  clover  seed  are 
stored  as  follows: 


Total  quantity  held  for  export 2,676,861  lbs. 

(Of  the  2,423,568  pounds  of  red  clover  seed  held  for  ex- 
port to  neutral  countries,  all  except  22,100  pounds  is  owned 
by  Danish  concerns.) 

Alsike  Clover. 
Quantity  held  for  export  to  neutral  countries..    478,925  lbs. 
Quantity  held  for  export  to  allied  countries 109,135  lbs. 


Total  quantity  held  for  export 588,060  lbs. 


Place 

Owner 

Red    Clover 
Pounds 

Alsike    Clover 
Pounds 

Hoboken,     N.     J. 
Hoboken,     N.     J. 
Hoboken,     N.     J. 
En   route   to   Hoboken 
En  route  to  New  York 
Loaded   in   "Oscar   II" 
Buffalo,   N.    Y. 
Baltimore,    Md. 
Jersey    City,    N.    J. 
Chicago,    111. 

Danish    Concerns 
Holland    Concern 
British    Concerns 
Danish    Concerns 
British    Concern 
Danish    Concerns 
Danish    Concerns 
Danish    Concerns 
Danish    Concerns  ' 
British    Concern 

974,600 

22,100 

222,354 

340.000 

30,939 

149,400 

688,000 

90,468 

159,000 

150,200 
11,050 
31,239 

140,475 
44,296 
33,200 

144,000 

33,600 

Total 

2,676,861 

588,060 
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Summary  of  the  Seed  Corn  Situation. 

A  very  serious  seed  corn  situation  confronts  many  of 
the  leading  corn  producing  States,  despite  the  efforts  that 
have  been  made  to  cope  with  it.  It  is  most  unfortunate  dur- 
ing the  great  emergency  through  which  this  nation  is  pass- 
ing that  one  of  the  greatest  seed  corn  shortages  on  record,  if 
not  the  greatest  shortage,  exists  at  this  time.  Much  work 
has  been  done  in  many  of  the  States  to  alleviate  the  condi- 
tion but  still  a  great  deal  more  remains  to  be  done  between 
now  and  planting  time. 

In  order  to  obtain  as  quickly  as  possible  accurate  infor- 
mation on  the  situation,  the  Seed  Reporting  Service  ad- 
dressed a  limited  number  of  inquiries  to  important  agricul- 
tural agencies  and  commercial  concerns  and  the  informa- 
tion obtained  therefrom  is  given  below  by  States. 

It  appears  that  in  many  of  the  States,  largely  through 
the  publicity  that  has  been  given  the  subject,  many  of  the 
farmers,  realizing  that  there  is  a  grave  shortage  of  good  seed 
corn,  have  provided  themselves  with  seed  corn  and  some 
of  them  have  also  taken  the  further  precaution  of  individual 
ear  testing.  In  certain  other  States  it  seems  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  farmers  are  gambling  on  the  future,  that 
is  to  say,  are  going  on  the  theory  that  before  planting  time 
comes  they  or  others  will  find  plenty  of  corn  that  is  suitable 
for  planting.  Many  farmers  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
picking  out  their  seed  corn  from  cribs  in  the  spring  will 
be  surprised  this  spring  to  find  that  only  a  very  small  per 
cent  of  their  corn  will  germinate  satisfactorily.  This  state- 
ment applies  only  to  the  corn  belt  States,  and  to  the  States 
north  and  east  of  them,  for  generally  speaking  the  quality 
of  the  corn  in  the  South  is  very  good.  Some  States  having 
a  marked  shortage  are  depending  to  a  considerable  extent 
upon  other  States  which  do  not  appear  to  have  a  surplus 
and  which,  likewise,  are  looking  to  other  States  for  assist- 
ance in  obtaining  enough  seed  to  plant  their  acreage.  Those 
States  and  sections  of  other  States  which  are  fortunate  in 
having  a  surplus  of  seed  corn  should  indicate  this  fact  to 
their  State  Seed  Stocks  Committee,  Council  of  Defense, 
agricultural  college  or  experiment  station,  or  to  the  Federal 
Government  agencies,  so  that  provision  may  be  made  to 
take  care  of  other  States  or  sections  of  the  same  State  where 
a  shortage  of  seed  corn  exists.  This  must  be  done  now, 
before  the  rush  of  spring  work  is  at  hand. 

Practically  all  of  the  1917  corn  in  the  States  covered  by 
this  report  should  be  carefully  ear  tested  to  ascertain  its 
germination.  Many  concerns  have  been  reporting  to  us  that 
certain  lots  of  corn  which  showed  very  satisfactory  tests  two 
or  three  months  ago  are  today  showing  a  very  low  test. 
The  high  moisture  content  of  the  1917  crop,  coupled  with 
the  extremely  cold  weather  in  December  before  the  corn  had 
a  chance  to  dry  out  sufficiently,  was  probably  the  chief  factor 
in  the  damage  to  seed  corn. 

It  is  evident  from  the  reports  received  that  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  in  some  of  the  States  as  to  the  serious- 
ness of  the  situation,  but  in  general  the  difference  is  merely 
a  matter  of  degree.  In  the  summaries  by  States  which  are 
given  below,  the  information  from  all  sources  has  been  com- 
piled so  as  to  give  the  predominating  features.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  statements  made  here  are  more  or  less 
general  ones,  and  are  not  meant  to  be  applicable  to  par- 
ticular or  restricted  localities  in  a  given  State,  except  where 
so  indicated. 

Illinois.  The  situation,  taking  the  State  of  Illinois 
as  a  whole,  is  serious,  even  though  there  appears  to  be  a 
surplus  in  the  southern  part  and  sufficient  seed  in  some  of 
the  counties  in  the  central  part.  The  big  problem  is  one  of 
proper  distribution,  and  in  order  to  solve  it  a  Seed  Corn 
Administrator  was  appointed  and  a  large  sum  of  money 
appropriated  to  carry  on  a  State-wide  campaign.  One  hun- 
dred men  are  now  engaged  in  the  work.  There  is  little 
satisfactory  seed  corn  available  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
State.  The  central  part  may  have  sufficient  seed  to  meet 
its  own  requirements,  with  the  possibility  of  a  surplus.  Con- 
siderable 1917  corn  that  was  saved  for  seed  and  which 
appeared  to  be  satisfactory  from  tests  made  early  in  the 
winter  is  showing  extremely  poor  germination  at  the  present 
time  and  much  of  it  will  have  to  be  replaced  by  other  seed 
that  is  still  to  be  found.  The  average  germination  of  the 
samples  of  corn  that  have  been  submitted  to  the  State  seed 
laboratory  is  about  SO  per  cent.  Last  summer  many  farmers, 
who  were  then  holding  corn,  sold  freely  in  order  to  realize 
the  premium  that  was  being  offered  for  old  corn,  thus 
reducing  the  carryover  of  old  corn  to  such  an  extent  that 
comparatively  little  is  now  available^  for  seed.  The  State 
Council  of  Defense  has  established  the  selling  price  of  seed 
corn  germinating  70  to  79  per  cent;  $8.00  per  bushel  for  that 


corn  on  the  following  basis:  Six  dollars  per  bushel  for 
germinating  80  to  89  per  cent;  and  $10.00  per  bushel  for  that 
germinating  90  to  100  per  cent. 

Iowa.  A  comprehensive  survey  of  the  seed  corn  situa- 
tion in  Iowa  by  the  -State  Council  of  Defense,  with  various 
agricultural  agencies  co-operating,  is  nearing  completion. 
From  the  preliminary  report  that  has  been  compiled  it  ap- 
pears that  a  surplus  of  seed  corn  will  be  found  in  Kossuth, 
Woodbury,  Monona,  Benton,  Mahaska,  Muscatine,  and 
Davis  counties.  The  greatest  shortage  seems  to  be  in  the 
north  central  part  of  the  State.  The  State  is  handling  the 
supplies  of  seed  corn  through  its  county  agents,  one  of 
whom  is  located  in  every  county  of  the  State,  but  four.  The 
average  of  the  germination  tests  on  1917  corn  saved  for  seed 
and  picked  before  the  heavy  freeze  is  about  75  per  cent  strong, 
whereas  the  average  test  of  corn  picked  after  the  heavy 
freeze  is  only  about  54  per  cent  strong.  Old  corn,  of  which 
the  available  stocks  are  small,  is  testing  about  65  per  cent 
strong,  though  many  lots  have  been  found  to  test  90  per 
cent  or  better.  These  low  tests  indicate  that  practically  all 
the  new  corn,  and  much  of  the  old  corn,  should  be 
individually  ear  tested.  A  prominent  Iowa  seedsman  ex- 
presses his  view  that  "Iowa  will  not  succeed  in  getting  even 
half  a  stand  of  corn,  unless  a  miracle  happens,"  and  that 
the  seed  corn  situation  is  "much  worse  than  anyone  has  yet 
described  it."  The  price  of  seed  corn  in  this  State  varies 
as  much  as,  if  not  more  than,  that  in  any  other  State,  but 
about  $8.00  per  bushel  appears,  to  several  of  the  correspond- 
ents, to  be  a  reasonable  price  for  selected  seed  testing  90 
per  cent  or  better. 

Nebraska.  The  comprehensive  survey  that  was  made 
by  the  agricultural  college  and  Council  of  Defense  of 
Nebraska  revealed  considerable  old  corn,  and  it  is  thought 
that  the  State  will  have  seed  corn  to  spare.  There  will  be  a 
surplus  in  all  of  the  counties  in  southeastern  Nebraska  and 
in  other  parts  of  the  State  where  the  soil  is  sandy,  and  on 
the  ridges.  There  will  be  a  shortage  in  northeastern 
Nebraska  and  along  bottom  lands  because  practically  none 
of  the  1917  crop  in  these  localities  will  grow.  Reports  from 
seed  concerns  indicate  that  the  situation  is  more  serious 
than  might  be  inferred  from  the  foregoing  statements.  One 
of  them  has  stated  that  "never  has  there  been  a  time  when 
corn  was  more  deceiving  than  this  year."  Another  seedsman 
has  stated  that  practically  no  1917  crib-run  corn  will  germi- 
nate over  50  per  cent,  whereas  in  an  ordinary  year  at  this 
date  new  corn  would  test  90  per  cent  or  better.  The  State 
seed  laboratory  has  made  475  tests  which  showed  an  average 
germination  of  64  per  cent.  The  germination  of  many  lots 
of  corn  has  decreased  from  10  to  40  per  cent  during  the 
past  three  months,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  use  seed  corn 
for  planting  that  tests  as  low  at  75  per  cent.  Even  though 
an  embargo  has  been  placed  by  the  State  Council  of  Defense 
on  seed  corn  shipments  out  of  the  State  until  March  15, 
1918,  and  considerable  publicity  has  been  given  and  much 
work  done  toward  conserving  as  large  a  supply  as  possible, 
it  is  thought  by  some  that  there  will  be  a  big  demand  at 
the  last  minute  from  farmers,  who  have  been  accustomed  to 
obtain  their  seed  from  cribs  in  the  spring,  when  they  find 
that  their  corn  will  not  grow.  The  State  Seed  Stocks  Com- 
mittee passed  a  resolution,  approved  by  the  Nebraska  State 
Council  of  Defense,  fixing  a  maximum  price  of  $5.00  per 
bushel  for  pure-strain,  graded  corn  guaranteed  to  test  90  per 
cent  or  over,  and  for  corn  selected  by  the  consumer  from 
the  crib,  a  maximum  price  of  $3.00  per  bushel.  It  appears 
that  this  resolution  has  been  carried  through  successfully 
largely  because  of  the  pressure  of  public  sentiment. 

Missouri.  No  difficulty  should  be  encountered  in  obtain- 
ing within  the  State  of  Missouri  an  ample  supply  of  seed 
corn  suitable  for  planting  the  1918  acreage.  There  is  a  con- 
siderable surplus  of  seed  corn  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  State  and,  to  some  extent,  in  the  southwestern  part  that 
will  be  used  to  supply  certain  localities  in  the  State  that 
may  have  a  shortage.  Tremendous  demands  are  being  made 
upon  the  corn  in  these  surplus  sections  by  other  States. 
Even  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  State  where  the  crop 
was  considered  to  be  far  better  than  that  in  any  other 
locality  of  similar  latitude,  the  moisture  content  of  the  1917 
crop  averaged  higher  than  normally,  and  there  may  be  occa- 
sional frost-bitten  kernels  in  many  of  the  lots  which  usually 
do  not  occur  in  the  corn  from  this  section.  The  average 
germination  test  of  the  1917  corn  in  southern  Missouri  is 
about  85  to  95  per  cent.  Farther  north  the  test  is  not  so 
high  but  better  than  that  of  corn  in  adjoining  States.  Retail 
prices  of  $3.75  to  $5.00  are  being  obtained  for  field  corn 
of  good  germination,  but  fodder  corn  of  mixed  varieties  can 
be  bought  at  materially  lower  prices  than  these. 
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Kansas.  Taking  the  State  of  Kansas  as  a  whole,  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  a  serious  shortage  of  seed  corn.  In 
the  western  and  central  part,  however,  there  is  a  marked 
shortage  which  can  be  supplied  from  surplus  stocks  in  south- 
eastern Kansas  and  in  certain  localities  in  the  northeastern 
part.  Because  of  the  peculiar  climatic  conditions  that  pre- 
vailed last  year,  most  of  the  fields  contained  some  immature 
corn  which  had  a  tendency  to  cut  down  the  germination  of 
those  lots  of  corn  that  were  not  carefully  sorted.  Corn  that 
has  been  carefull}'  selected  and  saved  for  seed  is  showing 
an  average  germination  test  of  about  75%  which  indicates 
clearly  that  ear-testing  will  be  necessary  in  many  cases. 
The  1916  corn  is  showing  a  very  good  test,  usually  above 
90%.  A  seed  survey  and  campaign  is  just  being  completed 
which  will  enable  the  agricultural  agencies  in  the  State  to 
place  buyers  and  sellers  of  seed  corn  together.  It  is  thought 
that  $3.00  to  $5.00  per  bushel  would  be  a  reasonable  retail 
price  for  good  seed  corn  in  the  spring,  though  a  price  of 
even  $10.00  for  ear-tested  corn  has  been  mentioned  as  being 
not  unreasonable. 

Indiana.  A  seed  stocks  and  labor  survey  of  Indiana 
begun  February  4,  and  now  practically  completed,  reveals 
some  very  interesting  facts  pertaining  to  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  seed  corn  that  will  be  available  for  planting  the 
State's  1918  acreage.  The  seed  corn  shortage  in  a  broad 
belt  70  to  100  miles  wide,  from  Shelby  and  Johnson  counties 
on  the  south  and  running  northwest  to  Lake  and  La  Porte 
counties  on  the  north,  comprising  25  counties,  amounts  to 
approximately  80,000  bushels.  The  shortage  in  eastern  and 
northeastern  Indiana,  excepting  a  small  area  comprising 
Adams,  Jay,  and  Randolph  counties,  is  not  so  serious  as  in 
the  foregoing  belt.  There  is  no  shortage,  and  at  the  same 
time  no  surplus,  in  a  belt  extending  from  Vigo,  Sullivan, 
and  Knox  counties  on  the  west,  to  Wayne,  Union,  and 
Franklin  counties  on  the  east.  The  southern  part  seems  to 
be  the  only  portion  of  the  State  that  has  a  surplus.  It  is 
thought  that  the  1918  acreage  will  be  80  per  cent  that  of 
1917,  because  of  (1)  the' increased  acreage  of  winter  wheat, 
(2)  the  failure  of  the  1917  corn  crop  to  mature,  (3)  the  labor 
shortage,  and  (4)  the  seed  corn  scarcity. 

None  of  the  1917  crop  corn,  except  the  very  early 
varieties  and  that  which  was  selected  before  hard  freezing 
weather  and  was  artificially  dried,  is  fit  for  seed.  Most  of 
that  which  was  stored  in  barns  and  outside  cribs  froze  in 
December  and  the  germination  was  reduced  thereby  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  will  be  unfit  for  seed.  The  following  re- 
sults were  obtained  in  the  seed  laboratory  at  La  Fayette: 
102  samples  tested  below  50  per  cent;  45  tested  50  to  69  per 
cent;  and  126  tested  70  per  cent  or  more.  Practically  all  of 
the  old  corn  tests  well,  but  the  high  price  paid  last  summer 
and  fall,  amounting  to  $2.00  to  $2.40  per  bushel,  reduced  the 
supply  so  appreciably  that  only  25  to  50  per  cent  of  the 
1918  acreage  can  be  planted  with  old  seed.  It  is  estimated 
that  about  35  per  cent  of  the  seed  corn  necessary  to  plant 
the  1918  acreage  will  have  to  be  obtained  by  sorting  over 
carefully  lots  of  low  testing  1917  corn  and  ear-testing  some 
of  it  individually.  That  farmers  who  are  receiving  $16.00  per 
hundred  pounds  for  hogs  and  $1.50  per  bushel  for  soft  corn 
can  well  afford  to  pay  $7.50  per  bushel  or  more  for  suitable 
seed  corn  fs  the  opinion  expressed  by  one  of  the  corre- 
spondents. 

Ohio.  The  situation  in  the  State  of  Ohio  is  very  ser- 
ious._  There  is  a  marked  shortage  in  many  of  the  counties, 
particularly  those  in  the  northwestern  part,  and  a  possible 
surplus  in  only  a  few  counties  in  the  southern  part.  A  seed 
corn  census  is  being  made  through  the  schools  of  the  State 
from  which  it  is  hoped  to  find  all  the  available  lots  of  old 
and  new  corn  that  are  suitable  for  seed.  Twelve  testing  sta- 
tions have  been  established.  One  large  seed  corn  dealer 
places  the  requirements  of  the  State  for  planting  a  normal 
acreage  at  650,000  bushels,  and  states  that  the  quantity  of 
old  corn  and  artificially  dried  new  corn  available  at  the 
present  time  amounts  to  only  about  300,000  bushels.  The 
deficiency  must  be  met  by  ear-testing  or  importing  seed 
from  other  States.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  such  a  high  per 
cent — one  correspondent  has  indicated  it  to  be  95  per  cent — 
of  the  new  crop,  crib-run,  is  unfit  for  seed,  the  amount  of 
ear-testing  that  will  be  necessary  is  very  considerable.  New 
crop  seed  that  was  picked  early  and  artificially  dried  is  test- 
ing very  satisfactorily.  Most  of  the  old  corn  is  testing  90 
per  cent  or  better  but  occasional  lots  may  be  found  that  fall 
considerably  below  that  percentage.  Two  concerns  report 
that  suitable  seed  could  be  obtained  from  some  of  the  east- 
ern States  were  it  possible  for  the  shippers  in  these  States 
to  obtain  cars. 

Minnesota.     In  Minnesota  there  does  not  appear  to  be 


a  single  county  that  has  a  surplus  of  seed  corn  available  at 
this  time.  By  carefully  sorting  over  many  of  the  cribs  in 
Wright,  Hennepin,  McLeod,  Lesueur,  Houston,  Renville, 
Redwood,  Yellow  Medicine,  Lac  Qui  Parle,  and  Big  Stone 
counties,  a  surplus  may  be  found  in  each  of  these  counties, 
according  to  a  chart  that  has  been  made  at  the  agricul- 
tural college  from  investigations  carried  on  by  several  of  the 
agricultural  agencies.  The  region  of  greatest  shortage  is  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  State,  though  many  of  the  counties 
in  the  southern  part  are  short  of  seed  or  will  be  unable  to 
take  care  of  their  own  demands  unless  the  best  of  the  corn 
is  selected  from  most  of  the  cribs  and  is  ear-tested  indi- 
vidually. Approximately  50  per  cent  of  the  seed  necessary 
for  planting  a  normal  acreage  has  been  saved  but  the  germi- 
nation of  much  of  this  is  rather  doubtful.  Many  cribs  of 
old  corn  from  which  superficial  samples  were  drawn  indi- 
cated a  test  of  90  per  cent  or  better  last  fall,  but  after  hav- 
ing been  sorted,  shelled,  and  graded,  some  of  these  very 
lots  do  not  test  over  10  per  cent  now.  In  general,  the  1916 
corn  tests  better  than  the  1917.  An  average  germination  of 
63  per  cent  was  obtained  from  702  samples  tested  in  the 
State  seed  laboratory.  Those  lots  of  new  crop  seed  that 
have  been  carefully  saved  for  seed  will  not  average  in  test 
better  than  60  per  cent.  The  bulk  test  of  selected  ears  from 
cribs  will  run  from  25  to  75  per  cent.  It  is  very  important 
this  year  that  seed  corn  be  tagged  as  to  germination  test, 
date  when  test  was  made,  and  section  where  the  corn  was 
grown.  In  spite  of  exerting  every  possible  effort  to  obtain 
adequate  supplies  of  suitable  seed  corn  to  offer  this  year, 
some  of  the  largest  seed  corn  operators  in  the  State  have 
exceedingly  small  stocks  of  seed  corn  on  hand  this  year. 
The  part  that  they  have  ordinarily  taken  in  the  distribution 
of  seed  corn  will  have  to  be  assumed  by  other  distributing 
agencies  if  it  is  done  at  all. 

South  Dakota.  The  situation  is  very  serious  in  South 
Dakota.  Corn  which  was  picked  and  housed  early  seems  to 
be  testing  well  but,  unfortunately,  there  is  only  a  small 
amount  of  it.  Because  of  the  high  moisture  content  of  the 
corn  last  fall,  it  was  impossible  to  take  in  corn  as  early  as 
usual  and  consequently  most  of  the  corn  that  might  have 
made  seed  stock  was  injured  by  the  unseasonably  cold 
weather  before  it  had  dried  sufficiently.  The  southeastern 
part  of  the  State  appears  to  be  in  the  best  shape,  but  there 
probably  is  no  section  or  county  where  there  is  an  important 
surplus.  It  is  reported  that  some  lots  of  corn  that  tested 
90%  or  better  early  in  the  winter  now  test  50%  or  less,  and 
that  by  planting  time  acclimated  seed  testing  60  per  cent 
will  be  acceptable.  739  samples  or  corn  have  been  tested  by 
the  State  seed  laboratory  with  results  as  follows: 

92  samples  germinated     0  to     20  per  cent. 

107  samples  germinated  21  to     40  per  cent. 

80  samples  germinated  41  to     50  per  cent. 

86  samples  germinated  51  to  60  per  cent. 
100  samples  germinated  61  to  70  per  cent. 
104  samples  germinated  71   to     80  per  cent. 

87  samples  germinated  81  to  90  per  cent. 
49  samples  germinated  91  to  95  per  cent. 
34  samples  germinated  96  to  100  per  cent. 

The  scarcity  of  good  seed  will,  without  doubt,  cut  down 
the  1918  acreage  and  the  only  solution,  according  to  one  of 
the  correspondents,  to  alleviate  conditions  as  much  as  pos- 
sible is_  to  ear-test  corn  from  the  best  cribs  which  show 
composite  tests  of  50  to  75  per  cent.  Some  anxiety  is  being 
felt  lest  irresponsible  individuals  or  concerns  ship  in  south- 
ern corn  purporting  it  to  be  northern-grown.  There  is  very 
little  1916  corn  left  in  the  State,  but  what  there  is  tests  con- 
siderably better  than  the  1917  crop.  Fodder  corn  is  being 
retailed  in  the  State  at  $4.00  to  $5.00  per  bushel,  and  field 
corn,  ear-tested,  at  $6.00  to  $12.00  per  bushel. 

North  Dakota.  It  appears  that  there  will  not  be  enough 
seed  corn  to  plant  more  than  half  of  the  normal  acreage  in 
North  Dakota.  A  small  quantity  of  seed,  but  no  surplus,  has 
been  found  in  Burleigh,  Emmons,  Morton,  and  Sargent 
counties.  In  other  counties  that  did  not  suffer  from  an  early 
heavy  frost  the  corn  was  blighted  by  dry,  hot  weather.  The 
counties  in  the  Red  River  Valley  appear  to  be  in  greater 
need  of  seed  and  their  requirements,  as  well  as  the  require- 
ments of  other  sections  of  the  State,  will  have  to  be  met 
if  possible  with  corn  that  is  best  adapted  to  their  conditions 
from  other  States.  In  the  northwestern  corner  of  the  State 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  seed  corn  available,  and  there 
will  be  a  good  demand  for  approximately  3,000  bushels  of 
acclimated  seed  at  $8.00  per  bushel.  In  that  particular  sec- 
tion it  has  not  been  possible  to  save  any  seed  corn  from 
either  of  the  last  two  crops.  The  State  has  had  little  or  no 
supplies  of  1916  corn   to  draw  upon,  and   because  there  is 
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such  a  small  percentage  of  the  1917  crop  that  will 
germinate  better  than  75  per  cent,  even  when  well  sorted, 
it  is  apparent  that  the  needs  of  the  State  must  be  met  by 
corn  from  other  States.  North  Dakota  seedsmen  are  carry- 
ing exceptionally  small  stocks  or  seed  on  hand,  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  there  will  be  any  acclimated  seed  available 
after  the  middle  of  March. 

Wisconsin.  The  situation  in  Wisconsin  is  very  serious. 
One  prominent  seedsman  writes:  "We  do  not  know  of  one 
pound  of  seed  corn  of  the  1917  crop  that  was  raised  in  Wis- 
consin that  would  be  fit  for  seed  purposes,  and  we  have 
scoured  the  State  pretty  thoroughly."  It  does  not  appear 
as  if  there  is  a  county  in  Wisconsin  that  will  have  a  surplus 
of  seed.  LaCrosse  and  Richland  counties  produced  con- 
siderable fairly  well  matured  corn,  but  the  rest  of  the  State 
produced  seed  corn  only  in  isolated  localities.  The  southern 
half  of  the  State  is  better  off  than  the  northern  half,  because 
in  the  former  section  there  was  some  1916  corn  carried  over. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  State  will  need  about  300,000  bushels 
to  plant  an  acreage  equivalent  to  that  of  last  year.  Thus 
far  through  the  far-sightedness  of  some  farmers  and  the 
publicity  that  has  been  given  to  the  whole  matter,  approxi- 
mately 100,000  bushels  have  been  found.  This  quantity  will 
be  supplemented  by  shipments  from  other  States,  principally 
from  South  Dakota  and  eastern  States. 

Certain  lots  for  which  a  test  of  90  per  cent  was  obtained 
a  month  or  more  ago  are  testing  now  only  75  per  cent,  or 
even  less.  A  small  revolving  fund  has  been  appropriated 
by  the  State  which  is  being  used  to  purchase  seed  corn,  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  one  of  the  Wisconsin 
seedsmen  to  handle  on  a  commission  basis  the  larger  part  of 
corn  that  is  being  purchased  by  State  authorities.  Seed  corn 
is  retailing  at  $6.00  to  $8.00  per  bushel  which,  to  some  of 
the  correspondents,  does  not  appear  to  be  an  unreasonable 
price  . 

Michigan.  Several  surveys  made  in  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan by  agricultural  agencies  indicate  that  there  is  now  avail- 
able less  than  one-third  enough  acclimated  seed  to  plant  the 
1918  acreage.  It  is  estimated  by  one  of  the  correspondents 
that  about  378,000  bushels  are  required  to  plant  a  normal 
acreage,  of  which  amount  there  still  remains  about  150,000 
bushels  to  be  supplied.  About  eight  carloads  of  dent  corn 
have  been  shipped  in  from  South  Dakota  for  planting  in 
southern  Michigan,  and  about  nine  carloads  of  flint  corn 
from  southern  New  York  and  Long  Island  for  planting  "the 
thumb"  and  north  central  Michigan.  One  seedsman  indi- 
cates that  there  is  a  good  quantity  of  1916  .corn  available  in 
many  counties  of  the  State,  whereas  another  one-  states  that 
"what  little  there  was  has  been  distributed  among  the 
farmers,  but  it  was  just  a  drop  in  the  bucket."  While  the 
situation  at  the  present  time  appears  to  be  very  acute,  it  is 
thought  that  it  can  be  met  if  none  of  the  40  to  50  per  cent 
of  the  corn  acreage  intended  for  ensilage  is  planted  with 
home-grown  or  introduced,  acclimated  seed.  It  is  thought 
by  one  of  the  experiment  station  men  that  ensilage  corn 
probably  will  be  obtained  from  Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky, 
and  possibly  later  on  from  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Ohio,  in 
case  the  latter  States  find  that  they  have  a  surplus.  The 
Governor  has  appointed  a  committee  of  elevator  men  to  aid 
in  the  distribution  of  seed  corn,  and  a  campaign  to  foster 
the  testing  of  all  available  seed  corn  has  been  under  way 
for  several  weeks.  Michigan  seed  concerns  have  been  un- 
able to  obtain  satisfactory  seed  from  any  of  the  1917  crop. 
Some  of  it  would  have  made  suitable  seed  had  proper  pre- 
caution been  taken  to  dry  the  excess  moisture  from  the  corn 
before  the  extremely  cold  weather  had  set  in.  For  good 
acclimated  seed  corn,  $8.00  to  $10.00  per  bushel  is  being  paid 
by  farmers. 

Kentucky.  The  situation  in  Kentucky  is  more  serious 
than  was  at  first  believed,  especially  in  central  and  northern 
Kentucky,  where  only  the  earliest  varieties  and  earliest  pick- 
ings will  give  satisfactory  tests.  The  tests  of  new  corn  vary 
considerably.  In  general  that  which  was  dried  as  soon  as 
gathered  germinates  well,  while  the  bulk  of  the  crib-run  corn 
tests  only  30  to  50  per  cent.  The  best  corn  is  in  the  south- 
western and  southern  parts  of  the  State,  and  there  appears 
to  be  a  surplus  there  that  could  be  used  to  supplement  a 
shortage  in  other  sections.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  locate 
cribs  of  old  corn,  most  of  which  have  been  testing  90  per 
cent  or  better.  A  State-wide  seed  campaign  is  being  ar- 
ranged for  in  which  every  State  and  local  organization  will 
be  enlisted.  It  is  reported  that  fair  quality  seed  corn  is 
beine  sold  at  $5.00  to  $8.00  per  bushel. 

Tennessee.  The  largest  amount  of  seed  corn  in  Tennes- 
see is  to  be  found  in  the  central  part  of  the  State,  but  it  is 
more  than  likely  that  the  surplus  will  be  absorbed  by  sec- 
tions of  upper  east  Tennessee  and  the  Cumberland  Plateau 


where  shortages  exist.  Several  thousand  bushels  could  be 
obtained  but  seedsmen  seem  to  be  unwilling  to  pay  enough 
of  a  premium  and  consequently  the  mills  are  getting  much 
corn  that  ought  to  be  saved  for  seed.  Farmers  are  being 
urged  to  save  a  liberal  supply  of  seed.  The  average  retail 
price  for  corn  is  about  $3.25  per  bushel  though  some  pure 
bred  seed  corn  is  bringing  as  much  as  $4.00  per  bushel. 

New  York.  The  situation  in  New  York  is  more  serious 
than  was  thought  at  first.  Early  reports  from  farmers  in 
the  northern,  central,  and  western  parts  indicated  that  they 
had  considerable  good  seed  corn  but  later  tests  have  re- 
vealed that  very  little  of  the  corn  in  these  sections  will  be 
fit  for  seed  unless  ear-tested.  In  the  southeastern  counties 
there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  eight-rowed  flint  corn 
that  is  of  poor  to  fair  quality.  Germination  tests  carried 
out  by  the  Orange  County  Farm  Bureau  and  others  indicate 
that  about  75  per  cent  of  the  cribs  in  that  county  show 
satisfactory  germination.  The  dent  varieties  in  southeastern 
New  York  appear  to  be  in  good  condition,  and  can  be  used 
for  ensilage  purposes  in  the  more  northern  counties.  There 
is  little  or  no  1916  corn  now  available  for  further  distribu- 
tion in  the  State.  In  Orange  county  and  the  Hudson  Valley 
much  flint  corn  has  been  found  which  is  of  fairly  good 
germination.  Only  one  county,  Suffolk,  had  an  important 
surplus  but  most  of  it  has  been  bought  for  use  in  other 
localities  and  there  probably  remains  no  surplus  now  in  that 
county.  Corn  is  being  retailed  at  from  $5.00  to  $6.00  per 
bushel,  which  is  a  marked  advance  over  the  prices  that  pre- 
vailed a  short  time  ago.  Plans  are  being  made  by  the  State 
agricultural  agencies  to  carry  on  germination  tests  through- 
out the  State,  beginning  this  month.  In  many  counties 
"better  seed  committees"  are  being  appointed,  and  they  are 
actively  engaged  in  stimulating  a  system  of  seed  corn  distri- 
bution. It  is  thought  that  if  adequate  stocks  cannot  be 
found  in  the  central  and  western  sections  of  the  State  the 
deficiency  can  be  supplied  by  stocks  of  flint  corn  available 
in  the  southeastern  counties,  unless  other  States  draw  too 
heavily  upon  these  counties  for  their  supplies.  All  of  the 
eight-rowed  flint  corn  probably  will  be  needed  in  New  York. 

Pennsylvania.  A  complete  survey  of  the  seed  corn 
situation  is  being  made  in  which  farmers  are  being  requested 
to  send  samples  of  corn  which  they  have  selected  for  seed. 
There  seems  to  be  very  little  1916  corn  available.  In  about 
25  counties  along  the  entire  northern  and  along  two-thirds 
of  the  western  edge  of  the  State,  50  per  cent  or  more  of 
the  seed  corn  will  have  to  be  shipped  in.  The  rest  of  the 
State  will  have  enough  seed  corn  if  most  of  the  acreage  for 
ensilage  is  planted  with  late  varieties  obtained  outside  of 
the  State.  In  the  southeastern  corner  some  of  the  counties 
have  a  surplus  which  probably  will  be  needed  to  augment 
the  supply  of  ensilage  corn  that  will  have  to  be  shipped  into 
the  State,  wherever  a  shortage  of  seed  exists.  180  samples 
of  crib-run  corn  that  were  very  representative  of  condi- 
tions this  year  were  tested  for  germination  and  the  fol- 
lowing results  obtained: 

11  samples  tested  90%;  10,  80-90%;  17,  70-80%;  11,  60- 
70%;  75,  50-60%;  35,  10%  or  less;  and  16,  0%. 

By  appealing  to  the  patriotism  of  the  farmers  much  of 
the  seed  corn  has  been  sold  by  them  to  their  neighbors  or 
to  farmers  in  other  sections  of  the  State  at  fifty  cents  to  a 
dollar  over  the  market  price  of  commercial  corn.  Corn  test- 
ing 75  per  cent  or  more,  which  can  be  bought  at  $3.00  to 
$3.50  per  bushel,  is  being  ear-tested  and  the  selected  corn 
therefrom  sold  at  $5.00  to  $7.00  per  bushel. 

Delaware.  There  appears  to  be  plenty  of  seed  corn 
in  Delaware  if  properly  distributed.  Much  of  the  corn 
matured  in  good  condition  in  all  portions  of  the  State  ex- 
cept the  extreme  northern  part  and,  as  was  expected,  very 
satisfactory  germination  tests  are  being  obtained.  Kent  and 
New  Castle  counties  have  a  moderate  surplus  of  good  seed 
corn  that  is  being  sold  at  about  $3.50  per  bushel.  Farmers 
have  been  requested  to  send  in  samples  of  seed  corn  and 
state  the  amount  so  that  this  information  will  be  available 
to  the  experiment  station  staff  for  use  in  reply  to  inquiries 
for  seed. 

Virginia.  In  certain  sections  of  Virginia,  particularly 
in  the  vicinity  of  Norfolk,  there  appears  to  be  a  serious 
shortage  of  good  seed  corn.  In  general,  however,  there  is 
somewhat  of  a  surplus  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  which 
will  be  needed  in  the  western  half,  where  the  germination  of 
the  1917  crop  is  very  low,  perhaps  50  per  cent  on  the  average. 
The  amount  of  old  corn  available  is  very  small;  in  only  a 
few  counties  is  there  sufficient  to  plant  their  acreage.  The 
farmers  are  being  urged  to  test  every  ear  before  planting 
time.  It  is  thought  by  one  of  the  agricultural  agencies  in 
the  State  that  $4.00,  or  possibly  $5.00,  per  bushel  will  not 
be  an  unreasonable  price  for  seed  corn  of  high  germination. 
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West  Virginia.  The  situation  in  West  Virginia  is  more 
serious  than  was  anticipated  at  first.  It  appears  that  Jef- 
ferson, Berkeley,  and  a  few  other  eastern  and  southern 
counties  will  have  sufficient  seed  of  satisfactory  germination 
unless  subsequent  tests  do  not  bear  out  those  which  have 
already  been  made.  In  other  sections  of  the  State  the  1917 
crop  of  corn  shows  poor  germination.  The  quantity  of  old 
corn  is  very  small.  Every  effort  is  being  made  by  the  State 
agricultural  agencies  to  find  seed  corn  and  have  it  tested. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  State  correspondents  that 
corn  testing  85  to  90  per  cent  which  has  not  been  ear-tested 
should  be  sold  at  a  price  not  to  exceed  $3.00  per  bushel,  and 
seed  corn  which  has  been  ear-tested,  at  a  price  not  to  exceed 
$5.00  to  $6.50  per  bushel. 

War  Emergency  Purchase  and  Sale  of  Seed  to 
Farmers  by  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

With  a  view  to  enabling  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to 
make  available  seed  of  food  and  forage  crops  to  farmers  in 
sections  where  emergencies  might  arise  in  the  supply  of 
such  seeds,  Congress  made  the  following  provision  in  the 
food  production  Act  of  August   10,   1917: 

Section  3:  "That  whenever  the  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture shall  find  that  there  is  or  may  be  a  special  need  in  any 
restricted  area  for  seeds  suitable  for  the  production  of  food 
or  feed  crops,  he  is  authorized  to  purchase  or  contract  with 
persons  to  grow  such  seeds,  to  store  them,  and  to  furnish 
them  to  farmers  for  cash,  at  cost,  including  the  expense  of 
packing  and  transportation." 

Section  8:  "That  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  the  fol- 
lowing sums  are  hereby  appropriated For  procur- 
ing, storing,  and  furnishing  seeds,  as  authorized  by  section 
three  of  this  Act,  $2,500,000,  and  this  fund  may  be  used  as 
a  revolving  fund  until  June  thirtieth,  nineteen  hundred  and 
eighteen." 

This  provision  for  assistance  clearly  indicates^  that  such 
seed  as  might  be  purchased  should  be  made  available  only 
to  sections  where  special  needs  exist  and  that  it  should 
be  sold  only  to  farmers  and  for  cash,  at  cost,  including  all 
expense  incident  to  its  purchase,  transportation,  cleaning, 
storage,  and  packing.  It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  it  is 
not  possible  under  the  law,  for  the  Department  to  pur- 
chase seed  to  be  sold  to  farmers  generally  throughout  the 
country,  nor  is  it  possible  to  sell  seed  on  credit  or  on  terms 
other  than  cash  and  the  price  must  be  sufficient  to  cover 
total  costs  to  the  Department.  It  is  highly  necessary  that 
these  points  be  clearly  understood,  as  the  Department  is 
frequently  requested  to  provide  seed  for  various  parts  of 
the  country  where  no  serious  emergency  in  the  supply  of 
seed  exists,  and  it  has  also  been  requested  frequently  to  sell 
seed  at  low  prices  and  on  some  form  of  credit.  It  is  not  pos- 
sible for  the  Department  under  the  law  to  comply  with  such 
requests. 

Unusually  widespread  and  severe  drouths  occurred  during 
the  summer  of  1917  in  the  western  part  of  the  United 
States.  The  areas  over  which  these  drouths  were  most 
severe  include  southwest  Texas,  western  North  Dakota, 
eastern  Montana,  and  parts  of  Oklahoma  and  Kansas. 
These  drouths  resulted  in  such  complete  crop  failure  in 
many  parts  of  these  large  areas  that  insufficient  seed  was 
produced  for  planting  the  crops  of  1918.  It  was  evident 
after  harvest  that  special  efforts  would  be  necessary  if  seed 
is  to  be  provided  for  sowing  a  normal  acreage  the  following 
year.  Therefore,  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  co-oper- 
ation with  the  Extension  Service  of  the  States,  made  pre- 
liminary surveys  to  determine  the  quantities  of  seed  in  the 
possession  of  the  farmers,  the  quantities  that  would  prob- 
ably be  provided  by  commercial  agencies,  and  the  quanti- 
ties that  would  be  necessary  for  other  agencies  to  provide 
from  outside  sources.  The  preliminary  surveys  were  fol- 
lowed by  more  detailed  surveys,  until  sufficient  dat&  were 
obtained  upon  which  to  base  reliable  estimates  of  needs  for 
seed.  While  full  reports  of  conditions  throughout  the  coun- 
try indicated  considerable  damage  to  crops  by  drouth  .in 
many  parts  of  the  West,  they  also  clearly  indicated  that 
the  most  widespread  and  serious  damage  occurred  in  south- 
west Texas,  western  North  Dakota,  eastern  Montana,  and 
parts  of  Oklahoma  and  Kansas.  The  drouth  damage  to 
crops  outside  of  these  large  areas  was  confined  mostly  to 
relatively  small  sections  or  was  somewhat  less  severe,  as 
in  the  case  of  Washington,  Oregon,  and  Idaho. 

The  needs  for  outside  assistance  to  provide  seed  for 
Texas,  North  Dakota,  and  Montana  was  given  early  con- 
sideration  by   the    Department   of   Agriculture,   and    liberal 


allotments  were  made  for  this  purpose  from  the  $2,500,000 
appropriated  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  Section  3  of  the 
food  production  Act,  so  that  seed  of  important  food  and  for- 
age crops  might  be  bought  early  and  sold  to  those  farmers 
whose  crops  failed. 

For  the  purpose  of  efficient  administration  of  the  emer- 
gency purchase  and  sale  of  seed  to  farmers,  representatives 
of  the  Department  were  located  in  the  three  important  areas 
to  have  general  charge  of  the  work  and  to  co-operate  with 
the  State  and  local  agencies.  The  districts  comprised  were 
as  follows:  Texas,  North  Dakota  and  Montana,  and  Okla- 
homa and  Kansas.  For  convenience  these  districts  are 
referred  to  as  the  Southwest,  Northwest,  and  South  Plains. 
Southwest.  The  data  obtained  from  the  surveys  of  the  seed 
needs  of  Texas  indicated  the  desirability  of  providing  seed  of 
corn,  cotton,  sorghums,  Sudan  grass,  and  peanuts.  The  quanti- 
ties of  each,  to  be  purchased  from  the  allotment  made  to  this 
district  for  the  work,  was  determined  by  the  seed  surveys 
and  in  consultation  with  the  authorities  of  the  Extension 
Service,  of  the  State  Agricultural  College,  and  of  the  State 
Experiment  Station.  Mr.  Frank  Clarke,  the  Department's 
representative,  was  placed  in  direct  charge  of  the  work,  with 
headquarters  at  Waco,  Texas.  Seed  of  the  crops  previously 
mentioned  has  been  purchased,  carefully  inspected,  tested,  and 
shipped  to  Waco.  Where  necessary,  seed  has  been  cleaned 
and  graded,  so  that  all  that  is  offered  for  sale  is  of  high 
quality,  although  not  of  specially-selected  strains. 

On  account  of  the  large  quantity  of  seed  provided,  the 
plan,  followed  by  the  Department  in  the  main,  is  to  have 
individual  farmers'  orders  assembled  by  county  agents  or 
other  local  agencies,  and  sent  to  the  Department's  repre- 
sentative by  some  financially-responsible  agent  or  institu- 
tion. This  permits  the  shipment  of  seed  in  large  lots,  with 
sight  draft  attached  to  the  bill  of  lading.  When  seed  reaches 
its  destination,  it  is  supplied  to  the  farmer  ordering  it,  by 
the  agent  or  institution  representing  him,  at  the  price  paid 
by  the  Department,  plus  transportation  from  Waco  and  in- 
cidental handling  charges.  Tentative  allotments  of  seeds 
have  been  made  to  the  various  counties  included  in  the  dis- 
trict, in  accordance  with  their  needs,  and  the  proper  agency 
is  notified  to  this  effect.  It  is  desirable  that  farmers'  orders 
be  assembled  at  an  early  date,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
properly  approved  by  a  duly  authorized  representative  of 
the  State  Extension  Service  and  sent  to  Mr.  Clarke  for 
filling. 

Since  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  compelled  to 
sell  seed  for  cash,  it  is  necessary  that  cash  be  received  be- 
fore shipments  of  seed  are  released  to  the  consignee.  It 
has  been  necessary  to  place  a  limit  on  the  quantity  of  seed 
that  can  be  sold  to  an  individual  farmer,  in  view  of  the 
inadequacy  of  the  funds  available  to  supply  the  needs  of  the 
entire  district,  and  it  should  be  clearly  borne  in  mind  that 
only  a  part  of  the  seed  required  by  the  various  counties 
can  be  supplied  by  the  Department.  Farmers,  and  others, 
in  the  drouth-stricken  area  of  Texas  desiring  specific  infor- 
mation regarding  this  emergency  seed  work,  should  address 
all  communications  to  the  Department's  representative,  Mr. 
Frank  Clarke,  Waco,  Texas. 

Northwest.  The  most  serious  needs  for  seeds  in  the 
Northwest  district  are  for  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  flax.  As 
in  the  case  of  Texas,  the  relative  importance  of  these  crops 
has  been  determined  by  careful  surveys,  and  in  conference 
with  officials  of  the  Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experiment 
Stations  of  North  Dakota  and  Montana.  Since  the  United 
States  Food  Administration  Grain  Corporation  is  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  and  handling  wheat,  arrange- 
ments were  made  in  co-operation  with  this  organization, 
whereby  elevator  owners  and  warehousemen  could  store 
wheat  for  seed,  with  permission  to  charge  not  in  excess  of 
15  per  cent  above  the  purchase  price,  based  on  the  prices 
of  the  Grain  Corporation.  Wheat,  so  stored,  has  been  in- 
spected by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and 
only  lots  approved  by  the  Department  can  be  held  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Grain  Corporation's  regulations.  To  insure 
a  sufficient  supply  of  spring  wheat  suitable  for  seed,  the 
Grain  Corporation,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  has  arranged  to  store  large  quantities  of  good 
seed  wheat  at  points  accessible  to  the  areas  in  which  seed 
wheat  may  be  needed  in  the  spring.  This  arrangement,  with 
the  Grain  Corporation  and  elevator  and  warehouse  owners, 
has  made  it  unnecessary  for  the  Department  to  purchase 
and  sell  seed  wheat  to  farmers  under  the  provision  of  Sec- 
tion 3  of  the  food  production  Act.  It  has,  therefore,  con- 
fined its  purchases  to  seed  oats,  barley,  and  flax.  Mr.  C.  W. 
Warburton,  the  Department's  representative,  has  been 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Northwest  district,  including  North 
Dakota   and    Montana,    with    headquarters    at    Minneapolis, 
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Minnesota.  In  close  co-operation  with  the  various  State 
and  local  agencies,  he  has  purchased  seed  of  oats,  barley, 
and  flax  to  be  sold  to  farmers  for  cash,  at  cost,  in  these 
States  in  accordance  with  plans  similar  to  those  followed  in 
Texas.  The  seed  grain  which  the  Department  has  pur- 
chased is  of  good  commercial  quality  stock,  carefully  cleaned 
and  of  good  germination.  A  number  of  counties  in  Mon- 
tana and  North  Dakota  have  issued  bonds  under  the  Seed 
Lien  laws  of  those  States,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  supply  seed  from  the  Department's  stocks  to  farm- 
ers in  these  counties  through  the  County  Commissioners  on 
the  same  terms  and  under  the  same  general  plan  as  is  fol- 
lowed elsewhere. 

Farmers  and  others  in  Montana  and  North  Dakota, 
desiring  specific  information  regarding  the  emergency  seed 
work  of  the  Department  in  these  States,  should  address  their 
communication  to  the  Department's  representative,  Mr.  C. 
W.  Warburton,  320  Flour  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Minne- 
sota. 

South  Plains.  The  most  urgent  need  for  seed  in  parts 
of  Oklahoma  and  Kansas  severely  affected  by  the  drouth 
is  for  seed  of  the  various  sorghums,  including  Sudan  grass. 
The  Department  has  placed  its  representative  at  Wichita, 
Kansas,  to  purchase,  clean,  and  store  seed  of  the  sorghums, 
and  under  his  direction  seed  is  also  being  assembled  at  Clin- 
ton, Oklahoma.  The  quantity  of  sorghum  seed  that  it  will 
be  possible  for  the  Department  to  purchase  with  the  funds 
at  hand,  will  be  small  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  seed 
needed  in  that  general  district,  but  it  is  believed  that  it  will 
be  of  material  assistance  by  conserving  seed  that  is  badly 
needed  in  the  present  emergency.  In  this  district,  the  au- 
thorities of  the  Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experiment  Sta- 
tions of  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  are  co-operating  with  the 
Department,  and  the  same  general  plans  are  followed  with 
regard  to  the  sale  of  seed  to  farmers  as  are  followed  in 
Texas.  All  requests  for  information  concerning  this  work 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Department's  representative,  Mr. 
H.  N.  Vinall,  815  East  Second  Street,  Wichita,  Kansas. 
Seed  Corn  for  the  Northern  Part  of  the  Corn  Belt. 
Next  to  the  emergency  in  the  supply  of  seeds  caused 
by  the  severe  drouths  of  1917,  the  most  important  demands 
for  such  assistance  as  could  be  rendered  through  the  provi- 
sions of  Section  3  of  the  food  production  Act  are  from  those 
parts  of  the  Corn  Belt  where  frosts  and  severe  freezes  in- 
jured the  vitality  of  seed  corn  and  caused  the  serious  emer- 
gency in  its  supply.  The  Department  has  been  called  upon 
to  assist  in  every  way  possible  in  relieving  the  critical  seed 
corn  situation  and  is  co-operating  with  the  States  where 
the  problem  is  most  acute,  with  a  view  to  making  available 
seed  corn  that  would  not  otherwise  be  made  available,  and 
to  selling  it  to  farmers  for  cash,  at  cost. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  assist,  so  far  as 
funds  can  be  supplied,  in  providing  seeds  to  farmers  where 
it  is  mostly  badly  needed  and  at  as  reasonable  prices  as 
possible.  It  is  not  the  Department's  intention  to  compete 
with  other  seed-selling  agencies,  but  to  co-operate  with 
them.  The  Department  has  undertaken  this  work  only  in 
sections  where  it  is  convinced  that  the  existing  agencies 
would  be  unable  to  provide  enough  seed  for  the  planting- 
requirements.  Mr.  C.  S.  Scofield  has  been  designated  to  rep- 
resent the  Department  in  its  emergency  purchase  and  sale 
of  seed  corn  in  Oklahoma,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Min- 
nesota, Iowa,  Nebraska,  and  Missouri;  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Kyle 
in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  New  England  States. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  State  officials  with  whom  this 
Department  is  co-operating  in  connection  with  the  war 
emergency  seed  corn  work: 

Ohio — Clark  S.  Wheeler,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Indiana — G.  I.  Christie,  LaFayette,  Ind. 

Michigan — R.  J.   Baldwin,   East   Lansing,   Mich. 

Illinois— William  G.  Eckhardt,  120  West  Adams  St., 
Chicago,  111. 

Iowa — R.  K.  Bliss,  Ames,  Iowa. 

Minnesota — A.  D.  Wilson,  University  Farm,  St.  Paul, 
Minn. 

Nebraska — W.  W.  Burr,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Missouri — A.  J.  Meyer,  Columbia,  Mo. 

Wisconsin — C.  P.  Norgord,  Madison,  Wis. 

Rhode  Island — A.  E.  Stene,  Kingston,  R.  I. 

Connecticut — H.  J.  Baker,  Storrs,  Conn. 

Massachusetts — A.  D.  Kilham,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Vermont — Thomas    Bradlee,    Burlington,    Vt. 

New  York — M.  C.  Burritt,  Ithaca,  New  York. 

Pennsylvania — Nickolas   Schmitz,   State   College,    Pa. 

New  Hampshire — J.  C.  Kendall,  Durham,  N.  H. 

Maine — C.  D.  Woods,  Orono,  Me. 

The  emergency  purchase  and   sale  of   seed   by   the    De- 


partment of  Agriculture  in  all  of  the  sections  herein  re- 
ferred to  is  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Depart- 
ment's Committee  on  Seed  Stocks. 

It  should  be  stated  clearly  again  that  the  Department 
is  unable  to  offer  seed  for  sale  to  farmers  generally  through- 
out the  country,  that  it  can  supply  only  a  part  of  the  seed 
needed  in  the  large  areas  where  emergencies  in  the  supply 
of  seed  exist,  and  that  it  can  sell  seed  in  these  areas  only  to 
farmers  and  for  cash,  at  cost. 


VEGETABLE    SEED    OUTLOOK    ON    THE    PACIFIC 

COAST. 

Telegraphic  reports  from  Pacific  Coast  vegetable  seed 
growers,  dated  February  28,  indicate  that  the  recent  rains 
have  decidedly  improved  the  vegetable  seed  crop  prospects 
and  made  probable  the  production  of  at  least  a  partial  crop 
of  nearly  all  of  the  vegetable  seeds  commonly  produced  in 
that  section.  Previous  reports  were  to  the  effect  that  many 
seed  crops  would  be  a  total  failure. 

Future  spring  rains  probably  will  be  the  determining 
factor  in  the  size  of  the  vegetable  seed  crop  harvested  this 
year  in  California.  A  prolonged  drouth  in  this  section, 
which  has  just  been  relieved  in  part  by  a  two  to  three  inch 
rainfall,  has  made  improbable  the  production  of  a  normal 
crop  in  most  of  the  vegetable  seeds.  Absence  of  rain  has 
delayed  the  planting  of  lettuce,  parsnip,  radish,  spinach,  and 
parsley  until  these  crops  will  be  largely  dependent  on  late 
spring  rains  for  their  growth. 

Reports  indicate  that  beet,  carrot,  onion,  leek,  and 
parsley  generally  have  not  been  badly  damaged  by  the 
drouth,  and  the  outlook  is  promising  for  a  seed  crop  of 
these  vegetables  somewhat  below  the  average  in  most  sec- 
tions of  California.  The  salsify  seed  crop,  it  is  thought,  will 
fall  decidedly  below  the  normal  production,  because  of  the 
enforced  late  planting  of  the  roots.  The  celery  seed  crop 
is  in  good  condition  and  the  prospects  are  good  for  a  fair 
crop. 

In  the  seed  growing  sections  of  Southern  California 
recent  rains  have  brought  moisture  conditions  to  nearly 
normal  and  the  vegetable  seed  crop  prospects  are  encourag- 
ing. With  a  good  rainfall  in  March,  fair  to  normal  seed 
crops  are  predicted  in  many  southern  sections. 

Reports  generally  from  the  principal  vegetable  seed  pro- 
ducing sections  of  California  emphasize  the  need  of  heavy, 
late  spring  rains  to  insure  even  a  fair  crop  of  vegetable 
seeds,  as  the  soil  generally  is  still  dry,  because  of  the 
unusual  lateness  of  the  winter  rains.  In  some  sections  the 
seasonal  rainfall  is  60  per  cent  below  the  general  average. 

Reports  from  the  States  of  Washington,  Oregon,  and 
Idaho  say  that  the  pea  and  sugar  beet,  spinach,  bean,  turnip, 
and  vine  seed  acreages  will  be  largely  increased,  and  that 
the  prospects  are  good  for  a  large  yield  with  normal  spring 
conditions.  The  cabbage  seed  crop  in  Washington  has  been 
badly  damaged  by  floods.  Some  estimates  place  the  crop  as 
low  as  only  35  per  cent  of  normal.  Winter  conditions  still 
prevailing  over  a  large  part  of  these  States  make  an  intelli- 
gent forecast  at  this  date  impossible. 


IMPORTS   OF   FORAGE   PLANT   SEED   PERMITTED 

ENTRY  INTO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Under  the  Seed  Importation  Act. 

Compiled  by  the  Seed   Laboratory  of  the   Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


8  months 

8  months 

Year 

Tear 

Feb.  1918. 

Feb.  1917 

ending 

ending 

ending 

ending 

Kind   of  seed. 

pounds. 

pounds. 

Feb.2S,'lS 

Feb.28/17 

June30,'17 

.7une30/16 

pounds. 

pounds. 

pounds. 

pounds. 

Alfalfa    

100 

24,600 

1,593.900 

3,169. ROr 

3,251,756 

Canada    bluegrass. 

181,900 

300,100 

652,800 

320.900 

405,300 

60S. 300 

Clover,    alsike   .... 

527,700 

542.300 

1,958.10' 

3.633.30' 

4,329,000 

1,113,464 

Clover,   crimson    . . 

2,600 

378,500 

1,220,500 

4,414,800 

5.776.30' 

4.503,983 

700 

780,600 

127,600 

3,426,100 

5.343,600 

32,508.537 

52.700 

9.000 

265,200 

101,100 
104.500 
297.300 

157, S0( 
259.50' 
786.400 

14S.76S 

117,759 

Millet,    broomcorn . 

4,400 

219.200 

1,101,556 

78,400 

57,600 

1,237,300 

1.2S6.300 

754,476 

545,900 
155.800 

111,900 

177,400 

10,404.100 
872,500 

2,012,800 
1,071,500 

2.2S5.700 
1,667,900 

4,018.908 

English    rye   grass. 

1,510,440 

Italian  rye  grass. . 

37,500 

66,900 

339.600 

402.100 

480,70' 

3S2.R41 

18,200 

207,800 

171.400 

295,600 

67,683 

23.S00 

29,900 

61.613 

SEED  SWEET  POTATO  SUPPLY. 

Replies  to  a  circular  letter  sent  to  about  150  ware- 
housemen, shippers,  and  plant  growers  throughout  the 
Southern  States  reveal  a  general  shortage  of  seed  sweet 
potatoes  in  that  section  caused  principally  by  the  severe 
freeze  which  damaged  practically  all  potatoes  that  were 
stored  in  "hills"  or  "banks."  Large  quantities  of  potatoes 
that  appear  to  be  sound  are  of  doubtful  quality  and  unfit 
for  seed,  and  it  is  feared  that  they  will  rot  when  bedded 
for  plants. 


